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Is there an exemption from the requirement to obtain a permit for possession and use of 
batons and handcuffs? 
Yes. Clauses 2(1)(h) and (i) of Schedule 1 of the Weapons Prohibition Regulation 2017 provides an exemption from the 
requirement for a person to hold a permit to possess or use an extendable baton, a telescopic baton or handcuffs, but 
only in the course of carrying on a business as a security firm or when acting in the course of the person's employment 
as a security guard, for the following security activities: 
 

1. A security guard holding a class 1A, 1D, or 1F licence issued for patrolling, protecting, watching or guarding any 
property by physical means (may involve the use of patrol dogs or the possession or use of firearms) or by 
electronic means including but not limited to, in any one or more of the following circumstances: 
• Carrying on control room operations 
• Patrolling, protecting, watching or guarding cash (cash in transit) or other valuables 
• Patrolling, protecting, watching or guarding an airport or other infrastructure 

 
OR 
 

2. A security guard holding a class 2D licence issued for providing training or instruction in a security activity or 
assessing another person's training, instruction or competencies in relation to any security activity. 

 
NOTE: The exemption only applies if the Commissioner is satisfied that the person has been trained in the use of the 
batons and handcuffs. 
 

Why do I need to obtain a permit if there is an exemption for possession and use? 
The exemption afforded by the legislation for possession and use does not authorise the purchase of batons or 
handcuffs. By virtue of section 23(1) of the Weapons Prohibition Act 1998, if you wish to purchase these weapons, you 
must be authorised by a permit to possess the weapon. 
 

What does the Batons and Handcuffs Permit authorise? 
This permit authorises the permit holder to purchase, possess and use batons and handcuffs: 

• As a security firm for use by authorised employees; or 
• As a security guard for use in the course of their employment for the approved security activities. 

 

What kind of prohibited weapons are authorised by this permit? 
An extendable or telescopic baton under Schedule 1 clause 2(17A) and handcuffs under Schedule 1 clause 4(2) of 
the Weapons Prohibition Act 1998. 
 

This FACT sheet provides information on the requirements for obtaining a Prohibited Weapons Permit for Batons 
and Handcuffs - section 8(1) of the Weapons Prohibition Act 1998. 
 
This permit authorises the purchase of batons and handcuffs for use in security activities. 
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What is the term of the permit? 
The permit will be issued for a maximum term of up to 5 years. 
 

How much will the permit cost? 
The prescribed fee for this permit is $127. You must make payment through the NSW Police Force Community Portal 
when you upload your application. 
 

What level of safe storage applies to this permit? 
Level 1 safe storage is applicable to weapons authorised by this permit. See 'Schedule 1 Safe Storage Prohibited 
Weapons Levels 1, 2 & 3' & 'Prescribed Safe Storage for Schedule 1 Prohibited Weapons' available on the Safe Storage 
page on the Firearms Registry Internet site. 
 

What do I need to send with the application? 
You must complete the genuine reason form and provide this, and any supporting documents with your application. 
 

How do I apply for a Batons and Handcuffs Permit? 
You must complete the P638 'Application for a Prohibited Weapons Permit' form and the 'Prohibited Weapon Batons 
and Handcuffs Genuine Reason' form and where applicable provide any supporting documentation. 
 

Related Information 
100 Point Identification 
Schedule 1 Prohibited Weapons - Safe Storage Levels 1, 2 & 3 
Prescribed Safe Storage for Schedule 1 Prohibited Weapons 
Fee Schedule 
NSW Police Force Community Portal 
 

 

NSW Police Force Firearms Registry Version Document Date RMS Reference 
Fact Sheet - Prohibited Weapons Batons and Handcuffs Permit V1.7 Oct 2025 D/2025/1140817 

 
 

Where can I find more information? 
The information provided in the FACT Sheet is for general guidance only. Applicants and licensees should 
familiarise themselves with the Firearms Act 1996 and the associated Regulation, which are available on the NSW 
Legislation website - www.legislation.nsw.gov.au.  
 

https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/133189/SAFE_STORAGE_PROHIBITED_WEAPONS_LEVEL_1_2_3.pdf
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/133189/SAFE_STORAGE_PROHIBITED_WEAPONS_LEVEL_1_2_3.pdf
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/133191/Prohibited_Weapons_Schedule.pdf
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/file/0009/261837/P638_PW_Permit_Application_Interactive.pdf
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/file/0004/261949/Batons_and_Handcuffs_GR_Ver1.3.pdf
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/file/0004/261949/Batons_and_Handcuffs_GR_Ver1.3.pdf
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/133193/FACT_SHEET_100_PT_ID.pdf
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/133189/SAFE_STORAGE_PROHIBITED_WEAPONS_LEVEL_1_2_3.pdf
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/133191/Prohibited_Weapons_Schedule.pdf
https://www.police.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/133188/Fee_Schedule.pdf
https://portal.police.nsw.gov.au/s/login/?ec=302&startURL=%2Fs%2F
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