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The Young Offenders Act in relation to cautioning young

people MUST be considered for every young person aged
between 10 and 18 years when they commit an offence.

When a young person is arrested and taken into custody
they are entitled to obtain legal advice/representation and
have a legal guardian or support person present during an
interview. After obtaining legal advice and talking to a
legal guardian or support person the young person can
proceed in the way of a Caution if the Investigating Officer
thinks it is appropriate and if the young person admits to
and consents to the Caution.
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Include Summary matters or indictable matters such as:
+ damaging property

+ stealing

+ malicious damage

+ assault

+ summary drug offences (involving less than a small

quantity of drug).
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+ Seriousness of the offence;

+ Degree of violence involved in the offence;

+ Harm caused to the victims;

+ Number and nature of the offence;

+ A young person can commit numerous offences on the
same occasion and receive a caution covering all the
offences;

+ A young person is not entitled to have a caution if
he/she has already received three prior cautions;

+ Any other matter the Investigating Officer thinks is

appropriate in the circumstances.
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A written notice will be given to the young person
containing relevant information that the young person
needs to know.
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The information will contain:
+ The offence for which the caution is given;

+ People who may be present at the caution, and may
include a person responsible for the child, an adult
present with the consent of a person responsible for
the young person or a legal practitioner chosen by the
young person;

+ Time, date and place of caution;
+ Name of Police Officer who will be giving the caution;
+ Consequences if the young person fails to attend;

+ The rights of the young person to obtain legal advice.
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A caution can be given by Police Youth Liaison Officer or
a respected member of the Aboriginal community who
has been trained to give a Caution.
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Cautions can take up an hour and may involve a written
apology to the victim. A caution will generally involve the

following steps:

+ Introductions

+ Explanation of the reason for the caution

+ Exploration of the offence — what happened; why;
impact of offence on young person, family or support
person, victim and community; and consequences of
future offending;

+ Cautions for drug matters might include discussion of
health, social and legal implications of illicit drug use
and the provision of written information.

+ Identify how to avoid future offending and acknow-

ledge that a formal police record exists for the matter.



