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MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

HELD THURSDAY 12 MARCH 2009 

 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillors  
Cllr Jean Hay AM, Mayor 
Cllr Barbara Aird 
Cllr Alan LeSurf 
Cllr Dr. Peter Macdonald 
 

Manly Council 
Manly Council 
Manly Council 
Manly Council 
 

  
Other Representatives  
Mike Baird NSW Member for Manly 
Superintendent Dave Darcy 
Melissa Palermo 
Malcolm Pearse 
Jacqui Smith 
Doug Brooker 
Tony Haven 
Sidar Demirbag 
Doug Robertson 
Ray Mathieson 
 

Manly Police 
Northern Beaches Health Promotion 
Department of Corrective Services 
Manly Community Centre 
Manly Liquor Accord 
State Transit Authority 
Late Night Food Traders representative 
Community representative 
Community representative 

Council Staff  
Sue Johansson Community Safety Coordinator 
Beth Lawsen 
 
Observer 

Divisional Manager, Human Services & Facilities 

  Cllr Hugh Burns   Manly Council 
 
TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS OF THE COUNCIL 
 
The Community Safety Committee met on Thursday 12 March, 2009, to consider the 
matters referred to it and now reports having reached the decisions taken and 
recommendations stated hereunder: 
 
OPEN The Meeting commenced at 8.00am  
 
ITEM 1 

 
APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

ACTION 

  Lauren Stracey of MDECC 

 Cllr Lauren Elder  

 The Corso Precinct position is vacant, as the Precinct is yet to 
elect a Committee for 2009 
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ITEM 2 DECLARATION OF INTEREST ACTION 
 There were no declarations of interest. 

 
 

ITEM 3 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
 A welcome was extended to Sue Johansson, newly appointed 

Community Safety Coordinator, and to Tony Haven, who will be 
replacing Gary Durler of STA 
 

 

ITEM 5 REPORT  
 Strategic Framework for the Community Safety Committee 

including Terms of Reference, Membership and development of 
Committee priorities 
Council’s Community Safety Coordinator presented the strategic 
framework for the Committee:  
 
Amendments to Terms of Reference (additions in bold): 

The Committee provides input on: 

 Licensing issues. 

 Alcohol-free zones. 

 Policing strategies. 

 Safety issues such as the security of open spaces, street 
lighting and transport. 

 Community education. 

 Alcohol-free venues for youth. 

 Investigation and audit of community safety concern. 

 Investigation and audit of physical locations where public 
safety could be improved. 

 The development and implementation of the Crime 
Prevention Plan 

 

 

 Proposed amendments to Committee Membership: 

 Tony Haven will replace Gary Durler of STA 

 Cllr Lauren Elder has withdrawn from the CSC 

 Representatives to be invited from: 
o Manly Chamber of Commerce; 
o Manly Youth Council 

 

 
 
 
 
Community 
Safety 
Coordinator 

 The proposed 2009 Meeting Schedule was approved by the 
Committee: 
12 March 9 April  14 May 11 June 
9 July  13 August 10 September 8 October 
12 November 10 December 
  

 

 Committee Priorities: 

 Data from the BOCSAR Manly LGA Crime Report 2007 was 
presented to the Committee highlighting crime priorities in 
Manly.   

 Suggestions were: 

 

 o that a per capita comparison, if possible, be made for 
the priority crimes 

o Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault figures be 
presented 

Community 
Safety 
Coordinator 

 o Theft from person in 2007 ranked Manly LGA as 7th 
worst in the State – this figure is most likely outdated.  
Manly LAC to confirm recent statistics 

o Manly LAC INTEL to provide more recent data for all 
priority crimes 

 
 
Manly LAC 
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o Fraud may mostly comprise leaving petrol stations 
without payment, although need data to support this 

ACTION 

 o Drink driving is a high priority for the Northern 
Beaches, although NSW Attorney General’s 
Department have not prioritised this issue within their 
targets 

 

  Updated crime priorities will be presented to the Committee at 
the April meeting taking into account the above suggestions, 
the Committee will then discuss setting Committee priorities. 

Community 
Safety 
Coordinator 

   
   

 Recommendation 
The Committee recommends to the Council that it considers the 
Committee’s approved strategic framework (attached). 
 

Item for Brief 
Mention 

 The Committee recommends to the General Manager and Council: 
 

a) That the following objectives for the Committee be approved 
(new objectives in bold): 
The Committee provides input on: 

 Licensing issues. 

 Alcohol-free zones. 

 Policing strategies. 

 Safety issues such as the security of open spaces, street 
lighting and transport. 

 Community education. 

 Alcohol-free venues for youth. 

 Investigation and audit of community safety concern. 

 Investigation and audit of physical locations where public 
safety could be improved. 

 The development and implementation of the Crime 
Prevention Plan 

 

b) That the following changes to the membership of the 
Committee be approved: 

 Tony Haven will replace Gary Durler of STA 

 Cllr Lauren Elder has now withdrawn from membership 

 Representatives to be invited from: 
o Manly Chamber of Commerce; 
o Manly Youth Council 

 

 

 

ITEM 6 REPORT  
 Police Report:  
  

Section 79 Application: 
Superintendent Dave Darcy gave a verbal report.  He is preparing an 
application to the Director of the Office of Liquor, Gaming & Racing 
under Section 79 of the Liquor Act 2007 seeking:   

  2.00am cease trading,  

  2.30am close for all licensed premises in the Manly CBD.  
 

 

 Confirmation was sought regarding the status of the Section 104 
imposed on The Steyne by Manly Council. 
 

Community 
Safety 
Coordinator 

 Security: 
The four Manly Council ‘Night Owl’ Rangers were working very well 
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with Police officers.   
 
Manly LAC asked the Committee to consider supporting a ‘user pays 
policy’ by requesting the Manly Liquor Accord to contribute the funds 
necessary for two constables to patrol the taxi and bus area on Friday 
and Saturday nights.  Manly Council would need to manage these 
funds.   
 
Manly Liquor Accord Chair advised that many members of the Accord 
were failing to pay for membership, and this was an issue which 
needs to be addressed before funding can be sourced from the 
Accord, so it is not possible to bring this proposal forward at this time. 
 

ACTION 

 Venue Management Plan: 
The Venue Management Plan (VMP) had shown that early closing of 
licensed premises had resulted in a reduction of anti-social 
behaviour.  Manly Police have determined that 50% of late night 
assaults continue to be unreported.  Many hotels were also not 
reporting assaults on their premises.  The majority of incidents on 
The Corso were caused by a small number of highly intoxicated 
persons.  The responsible service of alcohol (RSA) should be a key 
focus for licensed premises, sometimes a change in management 
and security left  premises vulnerable in enforcing their obligations. 
Strengthening RSA in licensed premises might be the tool to manage 
alcohol related anti-social behaviour.  
 
Mayor Jean Hay referred to a recent meeting with Pittwater, Manly, 
Sutherland, Waverley and Randwick Council to discuss alcohol 
related issues in their LGA’s.  Each of these beach-side councils  is 
experiencing similar issues to Manly.  The aim is to develop a policy 
to be used to lobby Government for greater legislative control to deal 
with alcohol related anti-social behaviour.   
 

 

 Late night transport: 
The late night buses which coincided with the 2.30am close under the 
VMP had resulted in reduced levels of malicious damage.  STA 
confirmed that the frequency of late night bus services had resulted in 
fewer cases of aggression towards their staff, however there was an 
issue of ongoing funding for services. 
 

 

 Development Application: 
Committee members raised concern about the recent DA submitted 
regarding the Manly Bathers Pavilion, and the subsequent pressure 
on Police resources.  The Community Safety Coordinator has 
received this DA for comment.  

Community 
Safety 
Coordinator 
 

   
 The following motion was moved: 

 
That following the next Community Safety Committee meeting on 9 
April 2009, and a briefing by Superintendent Darcy on the Section 79 
application, the Community Safety Committee organise a delegation 
from Council and the  Committee including MP Mike Baird & Cllr Dr 
Peter Macdonald  to meet with the Minister of Office of Liquor, 
Gaming & Racing to: 

 express concern about alcohol related anti-social behaviour in 
the Manly LGA;  

 express strong support for the s79 application to the Minister 

 request funding for harm reduction strategies including 
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mandatory levies to be paid by all members of the Manly 
Liquor Accord. 
 

R   Recommendation: 
     That Council considers the proposal from the Community Safety 

Committee to: 
Organise a delegation from Council and the  Committee including MP 
Mike Baird & Cllr Dr Peter Macdonald  to meet with the Minister of 
Office of Liquor, Gaming & Racing to: 

 express concern about alcohol related anti-social behaviour in 
the Manly LGA;  

 express strong support for the s79 application to the Minister 

 to request funding for harm reduction strategies including 
mandatory levies to be paid by all members of the Manly 
Liquor Accord. 

ACTION 
 
 
Item for Brief 
Mention 

   
ITEM 7 REPORT  
 Rangers Report:  
 Ranger activity was presented for the summer period  

     Dec 2008  Jan 2009 Feb 2009 
Abandoned vehicles Investigated  69   62  59 

Fines Skateboards, Bikes & Blades  80   90  83 

General Warnings, Bikes & Blades  13   8  14 

Dangerous Dog Investigations  2   1  1 

Noise complaints - by Night Owls  15   10  18 

Homeless People Complaints/Action 1   2  2 

 
 

 

 Recommendation  
 That the information be noted and received.   
 
ITEM 8 

 
REPORT 

 

 Risky Drinking Project:  
 Posters and postcards for the ‘Supply Means Supply’ campaign have 

been distributed to licensed premises and liquor outlets throughout 
the Northern Beaches. Flyers highlighting parenting workshops were 
given out, Manly’s workshop is planned for 6.30 – 9pm, Thursday 2nd 
April at Manly Senior Citizens Centre.   
 

 

 Recommendation  
 That the information be noted and received.   
   
ITEM 9 REPORT  
 Safety Rating System for Licensed Premises:  
 The Committee was asked whether it would like to make a 

submission on this discussion paper by 31 March 2009.  A small 
working party will work on this issue, and correspond by email in 
order to meet the submission closing date. 
 

 

 Recommendation  
 That the information be noted and received.   
   

 
ITEM 10 REPORT  
 Reports for consideration as future agenda items:  
 To be considered in April: 

 Graffiti 

 Liquor Act 2007  
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 OLGR’s Social Profile for Manly  
 

 Recommendation  
 That the information be noted and placed on Community Safety 

Committee’s agenda for 9th April 2009.  
 

   
ITEM 11 REPORT  
 General Business brought to the attention of the Chair Prior to 

the Meeting and Approved for Consideration   
 

  
Manly Community Centre:  Have reported that the number of 
homeless people in Manly is currently down from 37 to 15 people 
(includes 2 women), as they have been successful in securing 
accommodation for many.  Manly Community Centre has established 
a model for managing this issue, with good support from the Manly 
Police.  Manly Community Centre also identified a need to fund a 
domestic violence service in the area.  
 

 

 Recommendation  
 That the information be noted and received.   
   
CLOSE Meeting closed at 10.00am  

 










