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Under the Young Offenders Act 1997 a warning may
be issued to a young person for minor offences (e.g
swearing in public) where there has been no violence

or other related matters.
A warning may be given on the run by a police officer.

Warnings can also be given whether or not the young

person admits to committing the offence.
A young person is not entitled to a warning if:
+ the offence involves violence;

+ A police offcer may be of the opinion that it should
be dealt with by other means because it is not in
the best interests of justice;

A young person cannot be excluded from a warning
merely because the person has previously committed

an offence.
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A police officer giving a warning must not attach

conditions; or

Impose any additional sanctions to the young

person, other than a move on direction.
A warning might be delivered in the following way:

“My name is Constable .....I am from.....Local Area
Command. You have been heard to be swearing in
an offensive manner. I am warning you under the
provisions of the Young Offenders Act for this
matter. I am required to record your details (name,
address and date of birth). A record of this warning
will also be kept on the police computer system.
However, it cannot be used as a record of criminal

history.

Any further offending behaviour could result formal

action being taken.
Do you understand?
Do you have any questions?

Police are required to keep a record of warnings
given, containing details of the time of the offence,
the place where the offence occurred, the nature of

the offence, and the name and gender of the child.

A letter may be sent to the parent notifying them

that a warning has occurred.



